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It really was a good trip to participate in the TaiwanICDF Summer Camp in Pingtung. When
I first saw the message from Peggy, I just thought of going there to have fun and practice my

English because I considered it was a great chance to put myself into an English environment.

When I went to Pingtung, there were so many students from many different countries, for
example Honduras, Gambia and so on; of course, there were many students from other schools,

such as NTU (National Taiwan University), NCCU (National Chengchi University), etc.

We had five sessions in these four days with various topics, like volunteer, global food
security, economic development, etc. In our general day to day living, we all know these issues
are important to us, but maybe because we are from so many diverse walks of life not directly
involved in these issues, so that the local students didn’t have enough sense to answer the
questions after every session when asked by the instructors. But something impressed me deeply
was that some foreigners could answer these questions so fluently and clearly like they were
majored in these kinds of domains, such as diplomacy. They weren’t shy when presented their
point of views. Some students from Taiwan could also speak English just like they were native
in America. That also impressed me very much. By the way, I was the first Taiwan student to
present in front of all the other students. It was a great experience to practice my English. At that

moment, I just thought to myself:” Richard, just step out, it is not a big deal!”

After each session, I grabbed ever opportunity to chat with the foreigners. One time, when I
heard a girl from NCCU chatted with someone, she said that she could speak six different kinds
of languages. I was so shocked, because she just learned these languages after she got into the
university, not from anywhere else!

I made a lot of friends and gained precious experience in these four days. After all, I want to

say “just step out, there is nothing can beat you.” “Be humble and teachable, there is a big world

out there!”
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